
Report for: Licensing, Health & Safety and
Enforcement Committee

Date of meeting: 13 November 2018

PART: I

If Part II, reason:

Title of report: Review of Gambling Act Statement of Principles

Contact: Nathan March – Licensing Team Leader, Corporate and 
Contracted Services

Purpose of report: To report the results of consultation on draft revisions to the 
Council’s Gambling Act 2005 Statement of Principles

Recommendations
1. That the Committee endorse the revised draft Statement of 

Principles under the Gambling Act 2005 for the period 2019 
– 2022, and refer it to Full Council for approval and 
adoption.

Corporate 
objectives:

Safe and Clean Environment
 Maintain a clean and safe environment

Dacorum Delivers
 Performance excellence
 Reputation and profile delivery

Implications:

Equalities Implications
A Community Impact Assessment has been prepared and has 
been circulated separately.

Financial / Value for Money / Risk / Health And Safety 
Implications
None identified.

Consultees:

The draft policy was published on the Council’s website and 
comments invited for an 8-week period in August and 
September. Notifications were sent directly to responsible 
authorities, borough and county councillors, town and parish 
councils, local community groups, licensed trade 



representative bodies, and representatives of licence-holders. 
Comments were also invited via messages on the Council’s 
social media accounts.

3 responses were received, which are reproduced at Annex A.

Background 
papers:

Draft Statement of Principles 2016-2019 and Local Area Profile
(both circulated separately)

Glossary of 
acronyms and any 
other abbreviations 
used in this report:

1. BACKGROUND

1.1. Non-remote gambling activities such as betting, prize gaming (including 
bingo and poker), provision of gaming machines and promotion of lotteries 
under the Gambling Act 2005 is one of the major regulatory regimes under 
which the Council has statutory responsibilities.

1.2. The Gambling Act requires licensing authorities (district councils or unitary 
authorities) to publish a written policy, setting out how they intend to exercise 
the licensing and enforcement powers conveyed to them under the Act, the 
principles that they will follow, and their expectations of licensees. These 
policies must be periodically reviewed, so as to ensure that they reflect the 
current legislation, and are relevant to the issues arising in the authority’s 
area.

1.3. Dacorum last reviewed its Gambling Policy in 2016 (Gambling Act 2005). 
The policy is due for review and replacement by January 2019, in order to 
satisfy the statutory requirements in the Act.

2. CONSULTATION RESULTS

2.1. At the Committee’s meeting on 22 May 2018, consultation was approved on 
draft versions of the policy documents. The report considered at that meeting 
detailed the major changes made to the policy.

2.2. Consultation took place over an 8-week period in June and July 2018. 
Notification was sent by email to: the responsible authorities, borough and 
county councillors, town and parish councils, local MPs, local community 
groups, multiple licence-holders (companies holding two or more premises 
licences), representative trade bodies and licensing-focussed legal firms.

2.3. The consultation was also publicised via the council’s website.

2.4. A total of 3 written responses were received to the consultation, all of which 
are reproduced at Annex A. The responses break down as follows:

 One from HMRC in its role as a responsible authority
 One from Hertfordshire Public Health



 One from a gambling trade representative body

2.5. A small number of further changes have been made to the draft policy 
documents after considering the consultation responses, and these are 
detailed within Annex A, after each response.

2.6. The final decision to adopt or revise a licensing policy under this Act must be 
made by Full Council. The Committee is now asked to resolve to recommend 
the adoption of the revised policies (with the additional revisions) by Full 
Council.

3. RECOMMENDATION

3.1. That the Committee endorse the revised draft Statement of Principles 
under the Gambling Act 2005 for the period 2019 – 2022, and refer it to 
Full Council for approval and adoption.



Annex A – Consultation responses 

Janet Marron

Betting & Gaming, Excise Processing Teams

Dear Sir
 
Thank you for sending us access to your consultation document for your Gambling Policy 
Statement.
 
As one of the responsible authorities quoted in your appendices can I ask you to amend 
our contact telephone number to 0300 322 7072
 
Kind regards
 
Janet (Marron)
Betting & Gaming
Excise Processing Teams
Portcullis House
21 India Street
Glasgow
G2 4PZ
03000 516023

Officer comments
The suggested change has been incorporated.



Prof. Jim McManus
Director of Public Health, Hertfordshire County Council 

From: Jim McManus [mailto:Jim.McManus@hertfordshire.gov.uk] 
Sent: 25 July 2018 22:52
To: Nathan March
Subject: RE: Gambling Consultation
 
Hi
 
I think this is a really useful baseline position, so would be very happy to support this 
because it gives us the basis, as you say, for work outside that and applications.
 
So I think this does the job!  Looks good.
 
J
 
Please note: While I may email you outside working hours, I do this because it fits with my 
workload and schedule. That doesn’t mean I expect you to respond outside your normal 
working hours.
 
Prof. Jim McManus, OCDS, CPsychol, CSci, AFBPsS, FFPH, FRSB, Chartered MCIPD
 
Director of Public Health 
Hertfordshire County Council
Vice-President, Association of Directors of Public Health UK
Hon. Professor, Schools of Health and Social Work and Life and Medical Sciences, 
University of Hertfordshire
  

Officer comments

No Changes requested or required.



Association of British Bookmakers











Officer comments

Paragraph 4.3 – reference to ‘promotion’ removed

Paragraph 12.1 – reviewed, but no amendments suggested as the paragraph is 
considered to be worded effectively already. As the Council does not deal with many 
applications, it would not be helpful to advise that the mandatory and default 
conditions are ‘usually sufficient’. 


